@onnress of the Wnited States

MWashington, BCE 20515
April 5,2017

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We urge you to continue to support a comprehensive response across the federal government to
protect against the threat of the Zika virus.

As of March 29, 2017, 43,485 cases of Zika virus disease have been reported in 49 states, the
District of Columbia, and three U.S. territories. With cases in nearly every comer of the United
States, preventing the spread of Zika virus should be a national priority. As we enter mosquito
season, maintaining federal support for vector control, diagnostic testing, and public awareness
and education efforts will be critical to stopping the spread of the virus. A robust response to this
threat will be especially important to the health and safety of Americans living in regions with
large mosquito populations.

As you know, Zika virus is transmitted when humans are bitten by infected mosquitos, through
blood transfusions, and through sexual contact. Additionally, pregnant women are among some
of the most vulnerable populations. While many of the cases reported in the states were acquired
abroad, Florida, Texas and the territories experienced local transmission of the virus, requiring a
large investment of federal, state and local resources. So far, the CDC has tallied a total of 5,182
cases of Zika virus infection nationwide, with approximately 216 cases in Florida and 6 cases in
Texas from local mosquitoes, and more than 38,000 cases in Puerto Rico and the other
territories.

Until we have a vaccine, Zika virus will continue to threaten American families with increased
risks of birth defects, with the most serious cases presenting life-long challenges and high health
care costs. Researchers have also linked Zika infection with neurologic, eye, and heart problems
in adults, and there is still much more that we do not know about this virus.
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Last year, after months of debate, Congress worked together in a bipartisan manner to
appropriate $1.1 billion to support our nation’s Zika response. \We urge your administration to
ensure all funding is appropriately distributed in a timely manneér to support efforts to prevent the
spread of the Zika virus and expedite vaccine research to protect our constituents from this
public health threat.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to working with you as
we continue the fight against the Zika virus.
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